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ſed with ſo great acloud of witneſſes , caſt away 
every thing that preſſeth down , and the ſume that 
bangeth ſo faſt on: let us run with patience the 
race that is [et before us. 


M2 Am loath to ſpend time in ſpeaking 


© by way of preamble,of the authour, 
© or ſtile, and phraſe of this epiiſtle: 
(@B, Onelyin brief, you may pleaſe to 
UEFASZS take notice , that the whole epiſtle 
isa kindeof Syllogiſm, though expanſa manu, in a 
rhetoricall manner, The Propoſitionand Afſumpri- 
on whereof are inthe former part,unto the words 
of my text: And the Concluſtonfrom thence unto 
the end. _ h 
' This whole verſe that I have made choice to 
treat of at this time, is Oratio tranſlatitia, a bor- 
rowed or figurative ſpeech, or continued Meta- 
phor throughout. The generall ſcope, and argu- 
ment whereof, is matter of exhortation; And for 
orders ſake, I divide it into two parts. | 
1, The exhortation ir ſelf , or the matter 
whereunto we are exhorted , in - theſe words, 


Wherefore let us alſo, ſeeing that we are compaſ- : 


Let us runne the race that is ſet before us. 
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| be ſpectatours: that weare the rumgers, and that Je- | 


2. The circumſtances whereby the Apoſtle in- 
forceth his exhortation; which are theſe three: 

1. Aninducement or motive; Seeing that we are 
compaſſed with ſo great acloud of witneſſes. Fx 

2. Adire&tion how to prepare, fit our ſelves | 
to the performance' of the dutie ro which we are 
exhorted ; Caſting away-every thing. that preſſeth 
down, and the ſfinne which hangeth ſo faſt on us, 

3- The manner how we are to runne this race; 
With patience. | 
This fhall ſuffice for the Analyticall reſolution 
of the words; for theſe points thus enfolded in 
order, will ( as I ſuppoſe ) make the whole matter 
plainand evident. : 

x. Weareto conſider the exhortation it ſelf, 
in theſe words; Let us runne the race that is ſet before 
#5. It isa Mctaphoricall ſpeech familiarly uſed in| 
the writings of this Apoſtle, as appcareth not one- 
ly here, buralſo in ſundrie otherplaces of his ept- 
ſtles: for ſo he ſpeaketh rothe Corinthians; * Kaow| 
ye not, that they which runnc in a race, runne all, yet 
one recerveth the prize? Sorunne that yemay obtain. 
And to the Philippians ; > And follow hard.towards 
the mark, for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus. And by this Metaphor the Apoſtle] 
admoniſheth us ofthe conditionof our life, which] 
is hike a race, wherein runners do exerciſe them- 
felves, and ſtrive for the prize. .' Chryſoſtom ſet- 
teth out this Metaphor more plainly and fully,af- 
f —_ our life, to be a-race, the law-and the goſpel, 
robe the two ratls or liſts ; God and the Saints, to] - 


ſus] 
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or the Way to Heaven. 


{usis at the goale or mark,as a rewardcr, to give 
the prize, which is eternall life. The life there- 
fore ofa Chriſtian is not (as the carnall profeſſour 
accounteth it ) a ſtool and a cuſhion, matrer of 
eaſe. We muſt not think to be carried to heaven 


ina feather-bed our faith is not ſedentaria fides, a| 


ſitting,but arunning faith; not an idle, but awork- 
ing faith ; if the Poerſaid truely, 
© Oui ſtudet optatam curſucontingere metam, 
Multa tulit, fecitque pner, ſudavit, & alſit, 
Abſtinuit Yenere, & vino, (Fc. | 
If ſuch as runne for an earthly prize, ( which 
commonly is nothing bur a whitfe of vain glorie, 


whichperitſheth inthe enjoying )endure ſo much} 


both in preparing themſclves, and alſo perform- 
ing the race; then what pains, what labour ſhould 
ſeem to0 great to us, which runne for a heavenly 
and everlaſting prize? we muſt not conceive that 
| weare brought into this life, ad otinm & delicias, 
tobe idle and voluptuous; bur to ſuſtain labour, and 
endure pains and ſweat; not to ſee others runne, 
but to runne our ſelves. And therefore weare not 
ro dream of caſe and pleaſure, in the poſſeſſion of 
Chriſtianitie, but let us runne. This lite is © viare- 
21, non regntm; but the way to the kingdome, not the 
kingdome it ſelf. There isno expecting the prize, 
untill the race be ended. We muſt nor look for 
© rhe crows of righteouſneſſe, with S. Paul, untill 
with him, we have fought che good fight, finiſhed our 
courſe, and kept the faith. 

 Letmws runne the race. A race is aſivift motion, 
with all earneſineſle and itriving: and ſuch muſt 
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ourprogreſle be in the way to heaven : not creep- 
*Philip.3.7 | ing like ſnails, but ſwiftas an caglc, * following or 

| preſſing hard towards the mark, for the prize of the | 
| : high calling of God, in Chriſt Jeſus. The originall 
| oowm [word ayore , 1s obſerved to ſignific 5 both the 
| place to runne in, which the Latines call fadium, a 
race-plot,8 allo the action it ſelf of running therein. 
And in the proprietic of the ſignification thereof, 
| it pointeth outthe manner of the race which we 
are to runne, viz. that it muſt be performed with 
labour and ſtriving , more athletarum , after the 
manner of champions , or wreſtlers: for ſo I finde 
the word uſed by our Apoſtle in the 4. verſe of 
» Heb» 1241+ | this chapter, be have not yet reſiſted unto bloud, ugg 
mu apag lay avrayuntiuera, ſtriving againſt ſinne. And 
i Job7-1. [therefore i Job compareth the life of man to a 
warfare upon earth. And the Apoſtle affirmeth 
the way to heaven, to be £:hrough many afflitHions. 
| Which moved him to encourage Timothie, and 
1 »TW.2+3*| ſtirre him up in theſe words, * Thos therefore ſuffer 
affliction, as a good ſouldier of Jeſus Chriſt, In the 
race we ſhall meet, and muſt encounter with ene-- 
t mies: though it be a race, yet itis Certamen cur ſori- 
um;,a running fight, or a fighting race, whether you 
| pleaſe. And therefore the Apoſtle direts us to 
2 _ 6. |mput oy armour, even the whole armonr of God, in- 
Me 0 [firuRtingus in every part thereof, from the head 
tothe foot : and thatbeing ſoarmed, we play the 
*2.Tim.4.7 | ſouldiers, and ® fieht a good fight. Andindeed, if 
the race and way were plain, and without impe- 
diments, there needed no ſuch earncſtexhortati- 
on, toinforceus to enter into ir; for who would 
refuſe?! 
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| Sfaſe? But we mult runne with reſolutiontoout- 
runne, and to overthrow whatſoeverdoth oppoſe 
us in the way. We mult be like thoſe Jews which 
repaired the Temple in the time of Nehemiah, 
which being beſet with many enemies ſecking to 
oppoſe and hinder them, ® wrought upon the wall| * Neb4+17. 
with one hand, and with the other held the ſword,read y 
to defend themſelves , and beat back others that 
would attempt to hinder them : ſo muſt we be ex- 
pedite and nimble ingatheringup our feet to runne 
the race toward heaven; and yet withall carry our 
weaponsin our hands, ready to beat back andover- 
throw all ſuchenemies as ſhall oppoſe us,ſtop our 
courſe, orturnus our of the way. If this was not 
ſo, every one would be ready to enter into the 
race: but Hinc ille lacryme; this is that which dif | 
courageth the carnall man: he would gladly go to| 
heaven, but he cannot endure to heare of this la- 
bour and pains, this running , and ſweating, and 
fighting. He could heartily wiſh, with the ſonnes 
of Zebedeus, to ?fit at the right hand or left hand | Mit1o.21, 
of Chriſt in his kingdome: but he cannot endure to | ** 

heare of drinking of his cup, nor being baptized with 
his baptiſme of the croſſe : ſeeing heaven muſt coſt 
ſodeare,he had ratherbid it farewell,and with De- | 
mas, tembrace this preſent world, But what race is| 1 2 Tim4- 
it, that with ſo much labour and pains , coura 
and fortitude muſt be performed of us? Let the 
Apoſtle anfwer inhis own words, The race that is 
et before us. The wicked run in their race, and 
that very ſwiftly , and with great reſolution: *'E- 
very one turneth to his race, as the horſe ruſneth-into 
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the battell, through thick and thin, no dromedaric 
\wifter: but alas! it is not in zhe race [et before us,but 
ina race of their own chooſing ; not ia the ! trait 
way that leadeth unto life, but inthe by-paths of ſin 
which lead unto deſtruction, and the broad way 
which tendeth unto hell and damnation. We mult 
not runne thus ; for then the {wifter we are, the 
more we haſten to our deſtruction, and the ſooner 
we arrive at hell $ates. But our race muſt be the} 
race ſet before ns, our courſc is limited; we mult be 
ſure to keep within the two liſts or rails of the 
Law and the Goſpel, wherein God hath ſet and 


pointed out this race before us. For therein every 
Chriſtian may finde out a double race appointed 
by God for him to runne; 1. The generall race of 
Chriſtianitie, which all without exceprion- are 
bound to runne: and itis that which David promi- 
ſeth to performs * I will ranne the way of thy com- 
mandments. 2. The particular race of every man 
his vocation or calling, concerning which the 
Apoſtle hath an expreſle rule; * 4s God hath di- 
tributed to every man, as the Lord hath called every 
one, (6 let him walk, And again, * Let every man 
abide in the ſame calling wherein he was called. For 
both theſe callings we have full and abſolute dire- 
&ion inthe word of God, inthe Law and the Go- 
ſpel; and whatſoeverwe finde therein commended 
unto us, that is the race ſet before us, This therefore 
doth' directly croſle a double point of Poperie. 
Firſt , rheir voluntary afflicting themſelves by 
whippings, pilgrimages, and ſuch otherlike inven- 


tions of their own brain, for which they have no 
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[ground from the word of God, neither Law nor | 
Goſpel. This is notto * take up the croſſe of Chriſt 
and beare it; but to deviſe and frame a crotle unto 
themſelves of their own deviſmg. This is notto 
runne the race ſet before us; but a race of their own 
inventing, as if they were wiſerthen Chriſt, and 
[could finde out a better way to heaven, then he 
hath ſet before us in his Goſpel. Secondly, the 
like may be ſaid of all manner of will-worthip, 
whereof the greateſt part of the religion of the 
Churchof Rome conliſteth; v/z. their holy wa- 
ter, their holy aſhes , pilgrimages, adoration of | 
reliques, &c. whereof our Saviour Chrift ſaith, | | 
Y-1n vain ye wor(hip me, teaching for doctrines the y Mark 7.7, 
commandments of men: all which when they. ſhall 
plead by way of merit at the laſt day, Chriſt will | 
anſwerthemas God did ſometime the Jews in the 

like caſe, * Who required theſe things at your hands? | x19; 11 
For thefe are notthe race ſor before us; but'idle |. -. 
inventions and traditions of men. . «+ +, 4k 
To conclude , by this phrafe 'of ſpeech, the 
Apoſtle implieth, that God is ayorelirns, 4 r4ce-4- 
fer, who bringeth us into this'world., as into. a} . 
race, to runne, and out-riinae; .to'ſtrive.and fight, 
beforc he give us the prize ,- which 45 the -crown 
of glorie :and therefore our race muſt;be directed 
according to his will, or el{c we runne/tnvain, and, 
loſe the prize. ;/Fhis :confideration;iof the, Au-| 
chour,or Maſter ofthe racc, dgrh yeeld-unto'us-a! 
donbleuſe;::- [-:: 1:22: | ; | 

r. To ſtirre usup with cheerfulneſſe and ala- 
critic *in running this; ſpirituall races becalle we 
| | | have } 
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2 Heb,12.2. 


hk j,Cor.10, 
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| have Dewn preſide cum celeſti brabio, Godthe pre- 


{ of wearinefle, trouble, and difticultie in this race; 


ſident of the race with the heavenly prize. Which 
' cannot burnotably encourage us in the way of pi- 
ctie, and an holy converſation; according to that 
which is ſaid of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, that, 
2 For the joy that was ſet before him, he endured the 
croſſe , ariſing the ſhame , and is ſet at the right 
hand of thethrone of God. | 

2. The will and preſence of God ought to arm | 
us with patience and conſtancie againſt all manner 


eſpecially remembring that of the Apoſtle, > God 
i faithfull , and will not ſuffer us to be tempted above 


| ffrive and Iwill help you, overcome and I will crown 


|cing the exhortation , which before appeared to 


that webe able, but will with the temptation alſo make 
away to eſcape, that we may be able to bear it : for it 


heavenly crowntowards us, and fay, Here it is; | 
winne it, and weare it: or( as Auſtine faith ) as if 
God ſhould crie from heaven, *© SpedFo wos , lutta- 
mini adjuvabo , vincite ego vos coronabo , I behold, 


ou. Forſo hepromuſedunto the Church of Smyr- 
na; * Be thou faithfull. unto the death, and 1 will give| 
thee the crown of life.: And thus much ſhall ſuffice 

concerning the exhortation. . 
2. Weareto'treat of the circumſtances infor- 


be three. Iſhallnorneed to repeat. them , bur to 
handle them in order.” © 


1. The firſt, which offerech it ſelf to our confi. 


is as if our Saviour Chriſt ſhould reach out the | 


deration, is the motive , or inducement to excite | 


us to the praGtiſe of this durie, in theſe words, 
| | : Wherefore 
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a cloud of witneſſes. Inthis inference wherefore, he 
ſheweth to whatend it was thathe recited ſo long 
a <catalogue of Saints, whoſe faith was famous, 
and excelled under the law, viz. that by their ex- 
ample he might excite and encourage us to tread 
in their ſteps, and-folow their example. And 
there is an emphaſis in theſe words , & nudes, let us 
alſo:If they did ſo happily runne the race, &finiſh 
their courſe, much more ought we to do the like, 
becauſe of our happie eſtate above theirs, f God 


| 


providing a better thing for us, that they without ns 
ſhould not be perfect, they but expecting and de-. 
firing that which we haveſeen in the full comple- 
ment. The Apoſtle draweth his argument ab ex- 
emplo, becauſe examples are matter of ſenſe, and 
for the moſt part move more then precepts : and 
alſo to ſhew that he doth not perſwade us toan im- 
offibilitie;z becauſe heſheweth apparently that it 
hath been done by others before us. It isin effect 
the ſame with that of SaintJames, 8 Take ( my bre- 
thren\) the Prophets for an enſample of ſuffering ad- 
verſitie, and of long patience:as if he had ſaid, Look 


| upon the examples of the Prophets, Patriarchs, 8& 


Saints of God, which have runne the race with 
faithand patience before you. But ler us conſider 
the words themſelves: Seeing that we are compaſſed 
with ſo zreat a cloud of witneſſes. Wherein we may 


obſerve three things. 1. Why itis called z cloud. | 


2. Why itis termed great. 3, Whereof it is ſaid 


ro conliſt; viz. of witneſſes. 
1. The word cloud 1s here uſed Metaphorical- 


i _ by 
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ly, Þ pro condenſata & copioſa Patrum multitudine; 
for the copious and condenſate multitude of the Fa- 
thers. And they are ſo called (according to the 
ancient Fathers) for two reaſons: the one whereof 
is taken from the Cauſe, and the other from the 
Effect. | 

1. From the cauſe; viz. As clouds are by the 
heat of the ſunne extracted or exhaled out of the 
groſſe ſubſtanceof the elements of the earth and 
water ; but being clevated and ſublimed towards 


of a more ſubtilc and celeſtiall nature : So the 
Saints of God are by the * Sunze of righteouſneſſe, 
as it were, cxhaled -out of the groſle and ſinfull 
maſſe of mankinde loſt in Adam but are by him 
ſublimed and transformed into a more excellent, 
ſpixituall, and heavenly nature,and atthe laſt tran(- 
lazed into heavenit ſelf. So.* Elias was a man ſub- 
jef# tothe like infirmities as we are; and yet * went up 
by a whirlwinde into heaven. But eſpecially here- 
untoalludeth that of our Saviour Chriſt himſelf, 
w 4441, if” I be. lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
mtr unng me. | 


rallell effe& with the clouds; not *c/ouds without 
rain, but *clouds that drop down righteouſneſſe; like 
unto 2 ? cloudofdew inthe heat of harveſt. For ſoare 


a ſtillicidium, congregatio Santtorum dicitur nubes; 
Fo the excellencie of their lives, and the ſweet diſtil- 
ling ſhowers of their dottrine, the ſacietie of the Saints 
1.taljed 4 cloud; For like as ſweet ſhowers of rain| 


TI 


2 Fromtheefte; becauſe they producea pa-| 


| the upper region of the aire, are rarctied and made| 


1Lyra his words; Propter vite faſtigium, & dofri-| 


| falling | 
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ground; ſo do the examples of the farthand holi- 
neſſe of the Saints, and the patiefce of the Mar- | 


tyrs of Chriſt Jeſus, rogether with the ſweer di-| 
ftilling drops of their heaverily dorine, refreſh} 


of the Church. | 
To theſe two reaſons of the ancient Fathers, | 


children of Iſrael had their cloud toguide' and di- 
re&them through the vaſt wilderneſſe unto the 
land of Canaan's ſonow alſo, that the Churchor 
* 7/7ael of God might not be deſtitute bfa cloud 
for their direction through the wilderneſſe of this 
world to the ſpirituall Canaan, the land of ever- 
laſting life, this cloud of witneſſes is'propounded 
as their pattern; - To which purpoſe their eyes 
ſhould be alwayes fixed upon this cloud of wis- 
neſſes. | 
It is called agreat cloud, becauſe it conſiſts of 
ſomany thouſands & myriads of Patriarchs, Pro- 
phets, Saints; and Martyrs. And ſo'mwich alſo rhe 
other epithite doth expreſle, wuyryelpercs duty, com- 
paſſing us about, or placed round about us: ſo thar 
which way foever we turn our ſelves or caſt our 
_ ( as if the whole aire was filled with this 
cloud ) we or famous examples for us to 
imitate and follow. And this cloud may firly be 
compared to Eliah his cloud, whichat the firſt was 
bur a little one, * ariſinz oat of the fea like a mans 


falling from the clouds, refreth rhe dry = thin 


thoſe tharare inthe * fiery triall. © Sanguis martyrumt|* 1.Pct. 412. 
eft ſemen Eccleſia; The bloudof the Martyrs is the ſeed| ſ Auguſt 


M-. *Perkins hath added a third; viz. thatas the|* Is wes, 


bu Gal.6, rs, 


hand; but after a ſhorr time it overſpread the | "py a 
F.- B.a: heaver TP; 
Ee: TEE - "Ii iy WED —— 


chad 


_— th. thi [Oy 


——_— y__—_—___ a ——_ — 


_TheCbriftians Race, 


2 Thid. ver. 
| 352 36,37+38 


heaven which was black therewith: ſo this cloud 
at the firſt appeared very ſmall, conſiſting but of 


one ſingle perſon, viz. of righteous * Abel under 
the Law, and of 7 Stephen the Protomartyrunder 
the Goſpel. Bur it is now increaſedto anexceed- 
ing greatneſle, conſiſting of thouſand thouſands, 

3- This cloud is ſaid to conſiſt of witneſſes, for 
ſo the Apoſtle ſtileth the Parriarchs, Prophets, A. 


they are ſo called, Active, Paſrve, Attively,and 
 Paſavely. _ 
1. Actively, becauſe they did both in their life 


truth, mercy, power, providence, &c. andalſo by 


excellencie of their faith and pietic, whereby one- 
ly we may pleaſe God.. And hercof the Apoſtle 
ſbeaketh at large *inthe former chapter, from the 
fourth to the 34 verſe... 


tience, andconſtancie, manifold afflitions ; and 
ſome of them.martyrdomeir {elf, for the teſtimo- 


Chriſt. And this alſo our Apoſtle hath excellent. 


They were ſtoned, they were ſawn aſunder, they were 
rempted, _N ſlain with nd ooh 

and down in ſheeps-skinnes and gonts-$kinnes being de. 
ſtitute, afflicted, tormented; of whom. the world was: 
not worthy; they wandered in wilderneſſes, and. moun- 


poſtles, Saints, and Martyrs of Jeſus Chriſt. And | - 


and dodtrine admirably teſtifie Gods goodneſſe, | 


their example gave a ſingular teſtimony of the| 


2, Paſſively,becauſe they ſuffered with faith,pa-| 


nie.of rhetruth,of God, and. the, Goſpelof Jeſits| 
ly ſer forth in the former chapter; * athers alſs| 
were racked, and others were tried by mockings, and, 
| [courgings: yea moreover,by bonds andympriſonment.. 


ed #p.| 
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tans, 
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tains, and dens , and caves of the earth. And that is 
it which maketha perfetwitneſſe, when the truth 
is ſealed unto by afflictions, and ( if the caſe fo re- 


their bloud: to which the original word wag!uger 
agreeth; which may be tranſlated either witneſſes 
or martyrs; a Martyr being nothing elſe but 
a witneſle ſuffering death in: the- cauſe of Chriſt 
Jeſus and'his Goſpel. And well may theſe be cal- 
led witneſſes: foras they have already witneſſed in 
this kinde while they lived upon earth, ſoalſo 
when. the Þ Lord ſhall come to be a ſwift witneſſe in 
judgcment,this cloud of witneſſes ſhall again com- 


quired)by laying down their lives,and ſhedding of 


| 


paſſe us about, and witneſle ( if we holdthe ſame 
courſe which they have done) withus;and if not; 
againſt us. This then is the inducing reaſon 8 mo- 
ving cauſe wherewith the _—_— doth exciteand 
encourage usto the dutic of runningtheraceſetbe.. 


b Mal.3-5. | 


Martyrs have with faith and patience runne the 
race before us; and now (having finiſhed their 


ample) do with the-like zeal and pietie, faith and. 
patience, runne the race ſet before us; that wealſo 
in our-due-time may. receive the prize, even the 
crown of glory and immorralitie. er: 3:50 

2+. The Apoſtle, doth not content himſelf to 


 [havecxhorted andmoved us to undertake the duty 


of running the race ſet before us , and alſo to have 


Saintsand Martyts of Chriſt; butalſo A 
F _ ro 


encouraged. us thereunto by the examples of the 


fore ns; viz. that ſeeing ſo many famous Saints and 


courſe) enjoy the prize, and fit crowned with} 
glory in heayen; we alſo (moved witty their ex-| 


4 
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'tobe a matter notonely of high conſequence, bur | 
alſo of great difficultie ) he proceedeth to teach 
us in the fecond circumſtance, how to prepare our 
ſelves that we may betthemore fit and able toper-| 
form: this great task required of us, viz. in theſe 
words ( asthey run inthe originall ) Caſting away 
every thing that preſſcth down,and the ſinne that hang- 
ah, aſton. And'the mariner of his direction-for 
preparation confiſteth in' removing ſuchimpedi- 
ments as might prove heavie and troubleſome, 
and ſo hinder us inthe race. And theſe impedi- 
mentsare here'expreſled, r, in generall ; 2.in par-| 
ticular. 
r. In generall, he'exhorteth us to caſt away | 
every thing that preſſeth down. The originall word 
3yxo , Beza tranſlateth in Latin, pondvus, a weight; 
| Eraſmus, 6%, «burdez;and others craſſams & tar- 
dam molem ; whatſoever is greſſ » heavie, and bur- 
_— or troubleſome inthe way. Wherein he al- 
| [Judeth ro the Metaphor of running in a race: for 
like as nothing doth ſooner cauſe the champions 
rocomelſhorr, and loſethe prize, thengroſleneſſe 
of body,or any heavie burden which they ſuſtain 
and carrie with them: So neither is there an 
 ]greater impedimenttothe agilitic and nimbleneſle 
of the ſoul in the race'and way to heaven, then 
thoſe things which are burdenſome ro the ſpirit, | 
and do deprefſe and keep it down from mounting | 
aloft, and ſoaring towards heaven. Of whichkinde k 
are thedelights of the world, the cares of this life, 
theluſts of the fleſh, ſecuritie, rior; and-whatſo-| - 
everelſebeing heavic'and-troubleſome doth hin- 


der 
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derus inthe ſpirituall race. All muſt be laid aſide 
and caſt away that we may runne 2noffenſs pede, 
without tripping or ſtumbling, without let or impe- 
diment,to the end of the race,that we may obtain 
the prize. LInder this 2yxer, the ancicnt Fathers 
do reduce all manner of impediments; not onel 

the having or uſing of things unlawfull, bur alſo 
the abuſe, orinexpedient uſe of things indifferent 


to catch us withall , and our proſperitie, our ruine. 
The gueſts which were invited to the « great ſup-, 


and wives; things indifferent,and very lawfull to 
be uſed:but yet were they ſouſed,or rather abuſed. 
by them, that they proved ſufficient impediments. 
to exclude them forever from that heavenly ſup- 
per; asappeareth by that peremptorie and diffini- 


rive ſentence of the Maſter of the feaſt, 7 ſay unto 


you,that none of thoſe men which were bidden,ſhall taſte 
of my ſupper. Lawfulneſſe without expediencie, is. 
not to be followed: & therefore the Apoſtle doth 
well exhort usto fuſe this world,as if me uſed it not: 


with the ſame Apoſtle, be 8 accounted as dang and 
caſt away, ſo farre, or when we finde them impe- 
diments in therace and way towards heaven; that 
ſo we may not be inſnared, or ſhackled with the 
givesand fetters of theſe earthly things. Itis 9an- 
gerous to Þ /ade our ſelves with thick clay; which 


made our Saviour Chriſt ſay of arich mans enter- 


e 


| 


ee. 


or commanded, For prayer may be © turned. 
into ſipne ; and our table may be made 4 4 ſnare 


for all theſe worldly things muſt be laid aſide; and | 


ing into heaven; * 7t i eaſter for a camel to gothrough | 
the 


© Pl. 11947. | 


4Pſal.63.22, 


© Luk. 14.16, 


18,r9,20, 


Verſ. 24+ 


fr.Cor.7.31 


8 Phil. 3.8. 


 Habac." 5. | 


iMat.19. 24. | 
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| the eye of a needle , then for a rich man to enter into 
| the kinedomeof heaven, Yea, and S. Mark ſpeaking 
{Mark 10.27] of the ſame point, he affirmeth it to be © aag2artys - 
wor dAMvranor, impoſiible with men, though all things 
be poſſible with God. To conclude: it is-the fame | 
IMar-5.29,30/ 10 effet with that of our Saviour Chriſt , ? fry 
right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and caſt it from thee, 
And if thy right hand = thee, cut it off, and caſt it 
from _ it rs profitable for thee that one of thy mem- | 
' bers periſh,and not that thy whole body ſhould be caſt in- 
to hell. Whatſoever thou poſleſſeſt in this preſent 
world,though it be as deare unto thee as thy right 
eye,or thy right hand; yer if it prove tobe an jm - 
pediment unto thee in thy way or race towards 
heaven, caſt it away and abhorre it for ever: yea, 
. [though itbe more precious then farms, and oxen, | 
and worldly pelf; even as thy father that begat| 
thee, thy mother that bare thee, or thy wifeinth 
boſome. Remember that heavenly counſel which 
Hierome gave to Heliodorus, exhorting him to 
| = 3-:.84.2, | Ounce this preſent world, and follow Chriſt: 
if | "Lictt parvulus ex collo pendeat nepos, lictt ſparſo cri- 
nee ſciſiis veſtibus ubera quibuste nutrierat mater 
oftendat, lictt in limine pater jaceat;per calcatum perge | 
| patrem, ſiccis oculis ad vexillum crucis evola: Though 
thy prettie ſmiling ſon hang about thy neck,though thy 
mother-with her hair caſt about a 3 2, and gar- 
ments'rent, ſhould hold forth and beſeech thee by thoſe 
breaſts that once gave thee ſuck; yea, though thy father 
| ſhould lay himſelf croſſethe threſhold to ſtop the paſſage; 
yet trample upon him, paſſe over him, and with dry 


cyes haſte theeto the banner of the croſſe, the ſtandard 
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[ 
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of Chriſt crucified. And a little after, So/am pretats 
genns eſt, in hac re eſſe crudelem: It is a ſingular hinde 
of pietie ( laith he) ts be craell, ontrattable , or ſuch 
a one 4s will not be intreated in this caſe. With ſuch 
reſolution therefore ſhould we reject luſts, plea- 
ſures, riches, honours, and whatſoever elfe doth 
preſſe down, and hinder us in the way.to heaven. 
For our Saviour Chrift ſaith, ® If any man come 
to me, and hate not his fee, aud mother, and wife, 
and children, and brethren, and ſiſters,yea and his own 
life alſo, he cannot be my diſciple. And again, ® He 
that loveth father or mother more then me, is not wor- 
thie of me. And theſe are the generall impediments 
which muſt be caſt away, becauſe they prefle 
down,and hinder us inrunning the race ſet before us. 
| - 2. The Apoſtle inparticular points out the chief 
impediments which we muſt eſpecially above all 
other,as the moſt troubleſome and dangerous, be- 
ware of, and caſt away, viz. /inne. Which he doth 
therefore deſcribe by a fir epithite to expreſle the 
| nature of it.cuTvploaraoy Cpag7 lay, the ſanne that hangeth 
{o faſt on, WhichT Chryſoſtom ſaith may be taken 
either Acively., viz. which'doth eaſily circum- 
| vent. us ; or Paſhyely, viz, which may be cafily 


' circumvented by us. Burt I conceive the Active | 


' more properly to agree torhis place;for I ſuppoſe 
that the Apoſtles intenr& ſcope here, was not by 
this epithite to extenuate, but rather to aggravate 
| thetrouble of ſinne; and to ſer ir forth as a chie 

' and principall impediment in running the race ſet 
| beforeus. And according to this ſenſe Bezadoth. 
| tranſlare it,® Et peccato 4d nos circumcingenaos pro= 
\<lizui ; Andthe ſinne whichis ſo prone and readieto in- 


| 
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Þ Ezck.245. 


+ 


q Phil. 3.14- 


r 1's locun. 


' Ubi ſuprd. 


| 
| 


| ſenſe,though it anſwer not expreſly to the words; 


cloſe #5, 07 compaſſe us about. Eratmus readeth ir, Er 
tenaciter inherente peccato; And the ſinne which doth 
adhere and cleave unto us + which agreeth in the 


T$g5are ( as Bceza oblerveth ) being never found 
in that ſignification, though there want not ſome 
which think, that the Apoſtle did allude to that 
place ofthe Prophet ? Ezekiel, where the wicked 
are compared to a pot, whole ruſt, or ſcumme 
cleaveth ſo faſt toir, that it cannot without grear 
difficulrie be ſcraped or rubbed off. And indeed 
fiane is very fitly fo called from the effeR,as then 
which nothing is more apt to compaſle and incloſe 
us, andas it were with ſtrong bonds to detain us; 
& ſo hinder us in the race: ſo that when we ſhould 
be nimbly running, or 4 preſſing forward toward the 
mark ; our feet, the feet of our ſouls , which are 
our affeions ( according to S. Auſtine ) ſeem ro 
be tied ,. or fettered together with the bonds of 
finne and naturall corruption. * Semper eſt in prom-| - 
ptr, ut cuarſum noſtrum ad vitam beatam impediat, 

(ſaith Tremellius) 1t 4 ever at hand to hinder our 
progreſſe to everlaſting life. And ſo *Bezaalſo; Nos 
undique peccatum obſidet, ita ut cxcurrere non poſs1- 
mus: Sine ſo beſiegeth us on all parts, that we cannot 
runne directly on to the end of therace : yea, the na- 
tureof ſinne is like a ſcorpion, to embrace and 
claſpaman,and winding thetailabour to fting and 
deſtroy-And this may be underſtoodeither Gene- 
rally-of all manner of ſtn,as hath alrcady appeared; 
or elfe in Particularof ſome one peculiar kinde of 
fin, And ſo there are too kindcs to which the word 


wroulearor, hanging ſo faft on, doth moſt hitly agree. 
ON | 1. It! 
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I. lt we underitand 11 particular by 1t, pecca-( 
tum illud inhabitans in carne etiam ſanttorum ; that 
ſinne dwelling in the fleſh even of the regenerate: 
which by no ſtudie, labour, nor induſtrie can bef 
utterly ſuppreſſed ; but ir will ſtill trouble and 
hinder the godly,and aſſay to turnthem our of the 
right way, which leadeth to life everlaſting. This | 
is that originall concupiſcence dwelling in the 
fleſh, whereof the Apoſtle complains (o bitterly: 
t But I ſee (ſaith he) another law in my members 
warring againſt the law of my minde , and bringing 
me into captivitie to the law of ſinnewhich is inmy 
members. O wretched man that I am, who ſhall del:- 


ver me from the body of this death? And elſewhere 


he calls it ( according to divers interpreters) ® 4 
prick in the fleſh, the meſſenger of Satan to buffet him; 
and faith, that zhriſe he beſought the Lord that it 
might depart from him, but received no other an- 
{wer, but My grace is ſufficient for thee : and rhere- 
fore it may very fitly be called zvasicarey, the ſinne 
that hangeth ſo faſt on. And it ſcemeth that the | 
Apoſtle having this experience in himſelfformer- 
ly, and being yet mindetull thereof,exhorteth the 
Hebrews eſpecially ro labour to caſt ir ofnot that 
inthis life ir can be wholly caſt away and- utterly 
rooted out ; but yet by that grace from above, 
power 1s granted to the godly fo to ſuppreſle it, 
that it may not carry them away *captive unto ſine, 
or ? reign in their mortall bodies; or enſnare them 


| ſaus inſidits, with his ſubtile ſiratagems. | | 


A 


1 


2. If we underſtand it of ſome one particular be- 


| lighred:asevery manliving hath. firſt or laſt apecca- 
Cf tum | 


loved darling-ſinne, wherewith a man is moſt de- | 


x Rom. 73s 
r Chap 5.12, 
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tum in delicits,a darling ſin , which ſeems unto him | 
bur peccatillum, ſome [mall pettie ſinne, though ir be 
never ſogreat, And commonly this kinde of finne 
is ſo ſweertuntothe inner, and ſo entirely affeRed, 
that a manwill forſake all that ever he poſleſſerh, 
yea andadyenture life it ſelf rather then forſake it: 
yea many a one hath loſt heaven to enjoy it. And 
therefore this kinde of finne alſo may fitly be cal- 
led iuwregicaroy dpagriar, the ſinne that hangeth ſo faſt on. 
And the {inner will be contented to part with all 
| other ſinnes, that he may ſtill enjoy this ſinne. 
Hereof Naaman is uſually alledgedas an example, 
{z 2, King.;.. | Who acknowledged to Eliſha that there was * »o 
$5917, God inall the world bat in1ſyael, and promiſed to of- 
fer neither burnt-ſacrifice, nor offering unto any other 
God, ſave unto the Lord: but with condition that he 
might ſtill enjoy his darling finne of covetouſneſſe 
| and ambitious defire of honour; to which purpoſe 
| he mult be diſpenſed with, to be an idolater ſtill, 
18, [as hisown words feem to import; Herein the Lord 
K- - be mercifull untothy ſervant, that when my maſter go- 
eth into the houſe of Rimmon to worſhip there, and lean- | 

jeth on mine hand, and 1 bowe my ſelf in the houſe of 
Rimmon; the Lord be mercifull untothy ſervant in this 
| point. And therefore is not this the ſinne that hang- 
«Mark 6.20, | £f ſo faſt on? So Herod *feared John Bapriſt{know- 
| ing that he was ajuſt man & an holy) and reveren- 
| cedhim:& whenhe heard him, he did many things, | 
and heard him gladly , untill he touched upon his 
{+ Verſer8, darling ftnnc, ſaying, Þ7t is not [awfall for thee to have 
thy brothers wife; Burt when that came into que- 
| ſtion, he refolved that John Baptiſt ſhould loſe his 
ſ head,and hc himſelf hazard his life and kihgd _ | 
rathex 
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rather then part with his darling & beloved fine, + 
And fo likewiſe S. Auſtine confeſſerh, that after his 
converſion his peccatum in deliciis, his darling finne | 
would not leave him of a long time; but ſtill did 
as it were whiſper into his eares inticing words, 0 
wilt thou forſake me now? ec. And therefore it is 
cleare, that he alſo found it tobe a ſinne that hang. 
eth faſt on, and is not ( without great difficultie ) 
forſaken, or caſt away. And therefore well might 
the Apoſtle point our finne, and eſpecially ſuch 
finnes as theſe,as the chief impediments inranning | 
the heavenly race; which if we defire, with the | 
cloud of witneſſes,ro finiſh with joy,that we may ob--| - 
= tain the prize of cternallglorie, we muſt caſt away 
| every thing that preſſeth down, all impediments in 
| generall, eſpecially that ſinme which hangeth (o faſt 
| on: And above all other finnes theſe bewitching.. 
beloved, and darling finnes, which do ſo froaghy) 
depreſſe,cnſnare; and hinder ns in the way;thatwe | 
may be the better fitted and enabled to ranne the! 
race '' before ts... And this may ſuffice concerning 
| the ſecond circumſtance of Preparation. 

3. Inthe laſt place the Apoſtle diredterh us for 
the manner, how this race muſt be runne; viz. be- 
ing directed by the word of God, encouraged by | + 
the clond of witneſſes, and prepared by removing or | 
| caſting away all impediments,#he rare muft be ranne 

with patience. For all that wentbefore is not ſuſh- 

| cient; the prize will not be obtained excepr this 
alfo be added, thatwe hold outto the end of the 

| race with patience. Every man is ready to ſet for- 
| ward bufily at the beginning, burtheir winde fail- 
eth before they come neare to the end of rhe 
| C3 race |: 
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jon and ſo theyfaint, come ſhorr, and loſe the 
prize. The way to heaven is firly compared to 
« Gen,2?.12. |© Jacobs ladder, which ſtood upon the earth, but the top 
of it reached up to heaven: and therefore itis to little 
purpoſe to aſcend one or two of the- rounds or| 
ſteps of that ladder, and no more: there is no ſtep-| 
ping into heaven untill we have paſlcd them all; 
we cannot go to heaven per ſaltum, by 4 leap or 
jump; it is not had in a trice,burt by going forward 
by iteps and degrees, and holding out with pati- 
[enceunto the end. We muſt ſtrive,and ſweat,and 
| labour , and yet perſevere without fainting : for 
«Mar.13-13- | our Saviour Chriſt ſaith, 4 Whoſoever ſhall endure, 
unto the end, he ſhall be ſaved. For if in the way we 
« Mat 25.4,5 | Wax Weary,and with the*fooliſh virgins fall aſleep; 
we ſhall be ſure with- them to be excluded 
when the Bridegroom cometh. Ir is not enough 
to begin well, nor to continue for a time onely; 
but we mult runne #} vwouoric, with patience: of wat 
and wirer, of enduring under any thing : like a man 
that ſtandeth under ſome weightic burden, readie| 
ro preſſe him down,and yet hereſolveth with pa- 
tience toſuſtain and endure it. So muſt we in this 
race be letted by no impediments, nor faint arid be 
: ſhort-winded, but runne it throughout unto the 
ts end. Now therefore it appeares, that to the run- 
By ning of this race aright, the Apoſtle requireth 
three ſpeciall yertues of us. ein 

1. Diligence: for we muſt runxe , not walk , or 
creep like ſnails; according to that propheſie of the 
16.6.8. | Gentiles flocking to Chriſt; * 2ui ſunt iti, qui vs- 
lant ut nubes, &c. Whoaretheſe that flie like a cloud, 
and asthe doves totheir windows? The way to hea-| 
| | | 'ven| 
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ven 1s not eaſte,ora ſhort journey, which every ] 
dreaming droan or creeping ſnail may. perform 
with caſe, going and ſtaying at his pleaſure; bur 
(as Chriſt ſaich )8 Regnum celorum vim-patitur,gs |* Mattn.nz 
wiolenti rapiunt itlud; The kingdome of heaven. (uf- 
fers violence, and the violent take it by force. -A'man 
muſt be earneſt and zealous in his religion: for if} 
| [he be but Þ luke-warm, God-threatneth to ſew |* 3p9c-346, 
him out of his mouth.. God loverh zeal and feryen-| 
cie, but he cannot away with half-ſervice,nor ſach 
as. are ialmoſt:Chriſtians,like Agrippa. Under the | i A# 25.38. 
Law he would not take lame, or halring ſacrifice; 
and under the Goſpel he abhorreth flow, lame, 
and imperfect ſervice. Saint James ſaith, * Be ſwift |*Jam-1.15. 
to heare: and what he requireth-in that one, is re-- 
quiſite in all other Chriſtian quries.*Crſed (faith |!Jer-410.,; 
the Prophet). be he that deth the work of the Lord 
negligently,. Peterand.John ® ran both together ,ſtri- | 
ving who ſhould come firſt to the ſepulchre of | x 
Chriſt. How much more ought we to runne,and 8F 
ſtrive-to outrunne others, that we may comefirſt| 
to be with him in glorie? | | 
2. Abſtinence:: Whatſoever letteth and hin- | 
{dereth us in the race, muſt be caft away: weare 
* burdens to our ſelves,and therefore had need to ! ,Job.7.:0. 
be free from all other impediments which might | p: 
moleſt and trouble us in the way, when we ſhauld | 
be nimbly footing it towards heaven, | 
3. Patience: For if we be ſhort-winded., and 
faint inthe way, we loſe the prize,and run in vain. 
And this laſt vestue of Patience, is required for:| 
two reafons: 

\ 2. For ſuffering, and enduring. aflictions and | 


other 
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| dured the croſſe,deſpifing the ſhame , and is ſet down 


[that made Jeremiah his priſon paticntly to endure, | 


[Iſaiah his ſaw, Andrew his crwell croffe, and Lau- |, 


| joyced to ſuffer here, becauſe they expected a 


other impediments : for patience will teach us to 
paſſe through all the pricks, even with joy. When 
we conſider, or caſt our eyes upon the manifold 
troubles, aficions, croſſes , and encmies, which 
we muſt encounter with in the way ; our ſpirits 
may peradventure begin to faint and droop with- 
in us: bur if we lift up our eyes from the carth, 
and look to Chrift calling, the Spirir afi/ting, the 
Father bleſsing,the Angels comforting, the Word 
direing, and the Crown ivitreg; it will make us 
like the ® Sunne, which cometh forth as a bridegroom 
out of his chamber , and rejoyceth as a mightie giant 
to run his race, And theretore the Apoltle infinu- 
ateth this motive to ſtirre us up to patience inthe 
race; ? Looking unto Jeſus the authour and finiſher of 
our faith, who for the joy that was ſet before him, en- 


at the right hand of the throne of God. Conſider | 
therefore him that endured ſuch contradittion of 
ſinners againſt himſelf, left ye be wearied, and faint 
in your mindes. Look to the prize with the cloud 
of witneſles; and that RE us patience in the 
midit of all troubles and afflitions. The hope of 


rence his burning gridiron: this moved Peter and 
Andrew to /mbrace, and kiſſe the croſſe , whereon 
they were preſently ro be crucfied : for they re- 


kingdome elſewhere, knowing that if they ſuffered 
with Chriſt, they ſhould alſo be glorified with him. 
This filledthe heart of Paul with courage to an- 


ſwer the brethren , ( which beſought him with} 


E-1 4 B23 og 72 | | teares. 


f 
z 


| | 

| kCares , not to go up to Jeruſalem , becauſe the 
| 

| 


| bound onely,but alſoto die at Jeruſalem for the name of 
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or the Way to Heaven, 


daughters of Philip the Evangeliſt being prophe- 
reſſes, foretold what grievous afflitions ſhould 


weep, and to break my heart? for T am readie not to be 
the Lord Jeſws. This example is worthie of ourimi- | 


tation, that ſo nothing may terrifie,daunt,diſcou- 
| rage,or ſtay us in the race. Remember that Hierom 


* 


| Chriffo, Thou art too delicate and tender, if thou de- 
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Chriſt 1 pauperes appeliat. Labore terreris? At nemo 
athleta ſine ſudore coronatur. De cibo cogitas? Sed ff. 
des famem non timet. Super nudum metus humum exe- 


Doeſt thou fear povertie? but Chriſt ſaith, Bleſſedare 
the poore. Doth danger afright thee? but no champion 
is crowned without labour. Art thou carefull for thy 
food ? but faith feareth not famine, Art thou afraid 


befall himthere) in theſe words,11hat mean ye to | 1 AR. 21.15. 


ſaith to Heliodorus,* Paupertatem times? Sed beatos | 


ſa jejuniis membracollidere: Sed Dominas tecumjacet.| 


to commit thy body,conſumed with faſting tothenaked 
ground? but the Lord will lie there by thee, Can the 
ſouldier be in the battell, and nor fight ? the ſhip 


ſian in the Church militant,and not be buffetted? 
No, no; theſe and other ſuch like troubles will : 
meet us, and oppoſe us in the race. . Delicatas es, 
fs & hic vis gaudere cum ſeculo, &r poſtearegnare cum 


fireſt both to take thy pleaſure with this world here, 
and alſo to reigne with Chriſt hereafter. Remember 
that of our Saviour, ſpoken to his difciples,* Ye 
ſhall be betrayed alſo of your parents, and of your bre- 


among the waves, and not be toſſed ?or the Chri- | 


| thren, and kinſmen, and friends: and ſome of you ſhall | 
| they put to death: Andye ſhall be hated of all men for | 
| D 


! Hive. abi! | 


ſupra. 
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The Chriſtians Race, 


x Num. T.5- 


| 


 |the onions, and the garlick : but as we have be- 


Y 2.T im-4.7. 
z Phil, 2-12. 


« Cer.3d.14, 
| 28,19, 


oPa. T36. 
{ *Gene2g, 
| 18,10, 


ſalvation with fear and trembling. You ſhall finde a 


ſieut piſcine Heſhbon pre mult itudine lacrymarum; (ed | 


»y names ſake: and the counſel which he gave | 
them in that caſe, 1» your paticnce poſſeſſe your fonts. | 

2. The Apoſtle faith truely, that * we have all ' 
need of patience, that we might continue, and hold 
out to the end of the race; or els the happie prizc 
is loſt for ever. We muſt not in this race be like | 
thoſe carnall Iſrachtes , which after they were | 
come ta the very skirts of Canaan, then looked 
back to the * fleſh-pots of Egypt , remembring 
the fiſh which they did eat in Egypt for nought, 
the cucumbers , and the melons , and the leeks, and 


gun, ſo muſt we? finiſh our conrſe, and * work out our 


man which begins well, but faints and quails be- 
fore he come to the end of the race. How many 
ſhall we fee for a fir very deyour.,* Qu9rnm oculi funt 


(hora compunttionts tranſatts ) ita ſuperbi ſunt ſucnt 
ante? Whoſe eyes axelite the pools of HeſhLon, for the 
multitude of their tears: But (the houre of compuntttion 
being paſt ) they are as proud as they were before , and 
return totheir old bias again? Many make goodly 
glorious ſhews for a time;but miſcarry before the 
end. This is not to run the race which-1s ſet before 
us, with patience and perſeverance: Þ Jacob wreſtled 
( all the night ) untothe breaking of the day, be- 
fore he prevailed, and obtained the blefling. And 
our ſervice to God ſhould be like his mercies to 
us, which *exdure for ever., Jacob. ſerved 4 ſeven 
yeares for Rachel;and the Scripture teſtificth, that 
they ſeemed to hizr but a-few dayes , becauſe he loved 
her. Thenwhy ſhould we think much-to ſerve all 


the | 


Uo 
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or the Way to Heaven, 


Pu. dayes gt our lives for this prize?For what was 
Rachel to Wpyen ? The ſailer oftentimes paſſeth 
che main ſc quiet, and yer ſuffereth ſhipwrack 
inthe haven We corn ſometimes promiſetha rich 
harveſt inthe blade, and yet is blaſted in the eare : 
the tree pretenderh plenty in the bloſſom , and yet 
affords but withered fruit. © Kemember Lots wife; 
Converſa eſt in columnam ſalts , ut te condiat ( faith 
Auſtine) She was turned into a pillar of ſalt,to ſeaſon 
thee with the ſalt of grace,to beware of the like fin. 
Judas lived with Jeſus, and for a time ranne well; 
and yer playing the Apoſtate, and betraying his 
Lord and Maſter, became his own executioner,and 


" the rock, and endure in love,continuein fairh,and 
runne with'patience to the end of the race; thon 
art but like a patient that was almoſt recovered 
froma dangerous diſeaſe;but falling into-a relapſe, 
is more deadly, or incurably ſick: Or like unto a 
{ man that had almoſt aſcended to the top of ſome 
rower,or ſteep rock; but ſlipping falls headlong ro 
the bottome, withouthope ofever attaining to his 


is now gone to his place. So unleſſe thou, having 
laid a ſtrong foundation, doſt build upon Chriſt 


[ 


; 


eLuk, 17.32. 


© Luk, g. 62, 


defire. ® Hethat putteth his hand ts the plonzh, and 
lboketh back, is not fit for the kingdome of God. And 
therefore labour ſtill at thy plough, that thy task 
may be finiſhed: walk ſtill on thy way, that thy 
journey may be ended: run out thy race with pa- 
tience, that the prize may be obtained. If the huſ. 
bandman doth follow his ground diligently , and 
ſtirre it as carefully; but goerth nor on to ſow his 
ſeed; harrow it, 8& gather out the weeds:what crop- 
ſhall he reap-at-the time of harveſt? Thetree that | 


D 2 hath | | 
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The Chilflians Rave, * i 


r Solilsg. 


Cape 23s 


| 


? Mar. 25.30 


I Revel. 11, 4 


< Mart.i 2,20. 


© Pal, $4 9. 


uv P1i{.2.12. 
x2.Tim-1.7 | 61inz- thatſo having, with the Apoſtle, * fought the 
| good fight finifhed our courſe, Kept the faith, we may 


hath goodly ſtems and branches, with fairleaves, | 
bur no fruit, is provided bur forthe fire: & thar ?ler. 
vant which increaſeth not his talenr,ſhal be caſt ;»- 


| 20 outer darknes: there ſhall be weeping, and gnaſhing 


of teeth. Some have ſeemed to neſtle in the clouds, 
yea have been = of heaven; and yet caſt down 
to the earth, with the dragons tail. Yidimus lucem 0b- 
tenebraſſe, & detenebris lucem proceſsiſſe(faith*S.Au- 
ſtine ) We have ſeen the light turned into darknes, and 
light proceed out of darknes,or (as our Saviour faith) 


Publicans and ſinners emer into heaven, (5 thechildren 
of the kingdome caſt out into outer darknes, We muſt 
not therefore content our ſelves to begin well, nor 
ro have made a commendable progreſle for a time 
in the ſpiritual race ; but as the childe increaſeth & 
goeth forward inſtrength & ſtature,untill he come 
ro the perfect pitch of a man: ſo muſt we go for= 
ward, and grow in grace, from *ſmoaking flax,to 4 
burning flame : from a grain of muſtard-ſeed , to a 
branched tree: fromgrafting,to growing :from grow- 
ing, tO increaſing: fromuncrea/ing, to h ag6r £.coad 
from faith, to hope: from hope,to love: from love, to 
good living « ſo marching on * from ſtrength to 
ſtrength , never ſtaying untill we all appeare before 
God inSion. Lerus therefore, both in the generall 
raceof Chriſtianity, &alſo in the particular race of 
our private callings, begin in faith, continue in pa- 
rience, and*work out our ſalvation with fear and trem- 


at laſt ,withthe cloud of witneſſes,obtain the prize,c- 

ven the crown of righteouſnes,whichtheLord,the righ- 

teons judge, ſhal give toall them that love his appearing. | 
FINTIS. 
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